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So the Journal was approved.
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The result of the vote was announced

as above recorded.
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. GARRETT. Mr. Speaker, | was unable
to be in Washington, DC. Had | been present,
| would have voted “yea” on rollcall No. 607,
“yea” on rollcall No. 608, and “yea” on rollcall
No. 609.

SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, TEXAS,
SHOOTING

(Mr. CUELLAR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, it is
with a heavy heart that we rise today
to address the American people.

Yesterday morning, a  gunman
stormed into a church in Sutherland
Springs, Texas, a small town of about
400 or 500 individuals, and brutally
murdered 26 innocent lives, including
at least 12 children, marking the worst
shooting in Texas history.

Today we grieve the horrific loss of
dozens of innocent people. We pray for
the victims’ families, who are grasping
for answers with broken hearts.

I have spoken personally with Wilson
County Sheriff Joe Tackitt, County
Commissioner Albert Gamez, and other
citizens of that area to assist in any
way that we can.

In the coming hours and days, we
will learn more about the victims of
this tragedy, their names, their faces,
their stories, the joy they brought
their families and their friends.

We are fully committed to helping
Sutherland Springs recover from this
senseless tragedy, and we ask every
Member of Congress to join us to sup-
port this recovery.

To the people of Sutherland Springs,
I stand with you, we stand with you,
the House of Representatives stands
with you, and the people of the United
States of America stand with you. May
God bless all of you.

————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 3043, HYDROPOWER POLICY
MODERNIZATION ACT OF 2017,
AND PROVIDING FOR CONSIDER-
ATION OF H.R. 3441, SAVE LOCAL
BUSINESS ACT

Mr. BYRNE, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 115-391) on the resolution (H.
Res. 607) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 3043) to modernize hydro-
power policy, and for other purposes,
and providing for consideration of the
bill (H.R. 3441) to clarify the treatment
of two or more employers as joint em-
ployers under the National Labor Rela-
tions Act and the Fair Labor Standards
Act of 1938, which was referred to the
House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

————
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, on
Friday, November 3, 2017, I was un-

H8511

avoidably detained attending to rep-
resentation duties in my district and
was not present for rollcall votes 605
and 606.

I would like to have reflected in the
RECORD, on rollcall vote 605, I would
have voted ‘‘yes’ on the motion to re-
commit with instructions for H.R. 3922,
the Community Health and Medical
Professionals Improve Our Nation Act
of 2017.

On rollcall vote 606, I would have
voted ‘“‘no’” on the passage of H.R. 3922,
the Community Health and Medical
Professionals Improve Our Nation Act
of 2017.

On Friday, November 3, 2017, | was un-
avoidably detained attending to representation
duties and was not present for Roll Call Votes
605 and 606. | ask the record to reflect that
had | been present | would have voted as fol-
lows:

1. On rollcall 605, | would have voted “yes.”
(On the Motion to Recommit with Instructions
for H.R. 3922, the Community Health and
Medical Professionals Improve Our Nation Act
of 2017).

2. On Rollcall 606, | would have voted “no.”
(On Passage of H.R. 3922, the Community
Health and Medical Professionals Improve Our
Nation Act of 2017).

—
O 1915

EXTENDING TEMPORARY PRO-
TECTED STATUS FOR CENTRAL
AMERICANS AND HAITIANS

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
the lives of over 300,000 legal immi-
grants are at stake. Central Americans
and Haitians, many of whom are my
constituents, could be facing deporta-
tion if their temporary protected sta-
tus, known as TPS, were to end. This
vital program, signed into law by
President George Herbert Walker Bush,
has allowed individuals fleeing insta-
bility and chaos in their home coun-
tries to legally live and work here in
the United States.

Reports indicate that the administra-
tion is considering eliminating TPS for
these populations, a decision that will
have negative humanitarian, economic,
and national security concerns, and
that could undermine U.S. investment
in the region.

Mr. Speaker, as a longtime supporter
of TPS, I urge the administration to
continue to extend this program and
provide a safe haven for Central Ameri-
cans and Haitians unable to securely
return to their home countries. My
heart aches at the thought of massive
deportations of good, hardworking peo-
ple from my hometown.

Mr. Speaker, TPS beneficiaries are
important and integral members of our
community, and it would be a mistake
to turn our backs on them.

———

DIVERSITY VISAS

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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